
CHAPTER VI. 

THE GREEN BAY ROAD. 

S S Galena was the objective of the thoroughfares leading 
westward from Chicago, so Green Bay was the termi-
nus of the ancient highway to the north. Lying at the 

mouth of Fox River, on the earliest known water route from 
the Great Lakes to the Mississippi, La Baye, as the place 
was known to the French, was the earliest settlement of white 
men west of the Great Lakes. To this vicinity in 1634 came 
the venturesome Nicolet, seeking the long-desired waterway 
to China and the untold wealth of the Orient. Here Jolliet 
and Marquette paused in the spring of 1673, outward bound 
on their voyage of discovery to the Mississippi, and to the 
Jesuit mission already established here Marquette returned 
for rest and recuperation when the momentous expedition had 
terminated. For three generations La Baye continued to be 
an important center in the French scheme of empire in the 
Northwest. Then came the downfall of New France, and 
although the English promptly established a garrison at Green 
Bay, it was withdrawn during Pontiac's war of 1763, and never 
restored. 

For half a century Green Bay ceased to be a garrison town. 
But the old French settlement did not die, and the factor of 
geography to which its birth had originally been due continued 
to render Green Bay an important center of Indian trade. 
Although nominally American soil from the close of the 
Revolution in 1783, the place remained virtually a British 
outpost until after the War of 1812. In that struggle the 
residents of Green Bay, bound up in the Indian trade, sided 
unanimously with Great Britain, and at its close the govern-
ment of the United States, determined at last to assert its 
sovereignty over the Northwest, proceeded to establish Fort 
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Howard at the mouth of Fox River. This, together with Fort 
Crawford at Prairie Du Chien, reinforced a dozen years later 
by the building of Fort Winnebago at the Fox-Wisconsin 
Portage, enabled the government effectually to assert its 
authority over the denizens, tribesmen and traders alike, of 
Wisconsin. 

To the Indian, as later to the white man, Green Bay and 
Chicago were places of importance, and the two were, of 
course, connected by well-established trails. These the white 
man found on his coming to the country and, adopting them 
for his own, proceeded to develop them into highways of 
civilized travel. Nowhere in America, perhaps, have clearer 
statements of the process of this transformation been recorded 
than in connection with the Green Bay road. Andrew J. 
Vieau, whose father came as a trader to Milwaukee in 1795, 
speaking of the road between Green Bay and Milwaukee in 
1837, writes: "This path was originally an Indian trail and 
very crooked but the whites would straighten it by cutting 
across lots each winter with their jumpersl, wearing bare 
streaks through the thin covering, to be followed in the sum-
mer by foot and horse back travel along the shortened path." 

The Indian, like his white successor, ordinarily had a 
choice of routes by which to travel to his chosen destination, 
and in the present chapter the terms Green Bay trail and 
Green Bay road are used in their broad sense to include the 
more important variants of the route between the two cities. 

The trail began at Chicago with two alternative routes, 
each of which gave rise, in the period of white settlement to 
an important highway. The first, which is the one more 
commonly identified with the Green Bay road, started at 
the north end of the Michigan Boulevard bridge and ran 
north along the height of land between the lake shore and 
the North Branch. The route led north on Rush Street as 
far as Chicago Avenue and from here northwesterly for a mile 

IA "Jumper" was the type of sled known as a French Train,consisting of a box some six 
feet long and three feet wide, which was drawn over the surface of the snow. 
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to the intersection of Clark Street and North Avenue. In the 
earlier life of the city this diagonal path was represented by a 
road, but modern city building pays little heed to the pres-
ervation of Indian trails, and all traces of this diagonal path 
have long since disappeared. Professor Halsey, the industrious 
historian of Lake County, records that in 186o he lived at the 
southern end of this diagonal, and it was then and for several 
years afterward known as the Green Bay Road. Continuing 
northward, the trail kept inland from the lake some distance, 
coming in sight of it between Chicago and Milwaukee only 
at Grosse Point. It passed Waukegan three miles inland, 
Kenosha five miles, and Racine about the same distance. 

The alternative trail out of Chicago started from the west 
side of the forks of the river and ran along the divide between 
the North Branch and the Des Plaines for a distance of four-
teen or fifteen miles. Crossing the latter river, it kept close 
to the west bank as far as the Gurnee Ford in Warren Town-
ship, Lake County. Here it recrossed to the east side, and 
running three miles to the northeast joined the trail which 
has already been described. 

This trail from Chicago up the Des Plaines Valley gave rise 
in the early period of white settlement to two country roads 
which today find place on the map of Chicago as important 
diagonal city streets. One of these was Elston Road, which 
Andreas describes as "a crooked wagon track leading from 
Kinzie Street through Jefferson, the western part of Niles 
and through Northfield towards Deerfield." The other was 
Milwaukee Road, which has become within the city Milwaukee 
Avenue. The two streets run parallel for a distance of nine or 
ten miles, when Elston merges into Milwaukee. 

The Milwaukee Road, from this point, continued northward 
through Wheeling, Half Day and Libertyville. A mile north 
of Libertyville it veered to the northeast, and recrossed the 
Des Plaines at Gurnee, and joined the Green Bay Road three 
miles beyond that point. 

From Milwaukee to Green Bay there were two distinct 
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trails, both of which became the routes of important roads. 
The lake shore route ran in a direct line to Saukville on 
Milwaukee River, four miles west of Port Washington. From 
here to Manitowoc Rapids it followed the general course of 
the lake shore, although keeping for the most part to the 
higher ground some distance inland from the beach. At Mani-
towoc Rapids it turned sharply inland, and ran in a north-
westerly direction to Green Bay. 

The alternative route ran northwest from Milwaukee past 
Menominee Falls to Rubicon Post Office in Dodge County. 
Here it turned due north across Dodge to Fond du Lac at 
the foot of Lake Winnebago. It then skirted the eastern shore 
of the lake, through Taycheedah and Brothertown, struck the 
Fox River opposite Wrightstown, and followed the southern 
bank through Depere to its termination at Green Bay. 

Our earliest accounts of travel over the Green Bay Trail 
are the narratives of the mail carriers who before the coming 
of the settlers traversed the wilderness between Fort Howard 
and Fort Dearborn. At first this task was performed by a 
soldier, detailed for the purpose by the commander of one of 
the forts. Despite the early importance of the Green Bay 
settlement its remoteness from the rest of the civilized world 
made the expense of maintaining a mail route too great for 
the Post Office Department to undertake. Henry S. Baird, 
who came to Wisconsin in 1824, relates that in summer the 
mail was conveyed in sailing vessels, and the townsmen were 
often without news from the outside world for weeks in 
succession. In winter-time a mail-carrier was hired to make 
monthly trips to Chicago, his pay being supplied in part from 
an allowance by the quartermaster at the fort, in part by 
popular subscription. How anxiously the arrival of the mail 
was awaited can today be but dimly imagined. If for any 
reason the carrier was delayed beyond the expected time, the 
presumption was that he had been detained by the red man 
or fallen a victim to starvation. 

The narrative of John H. Fonda, "who ran the mail" be- 
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tween Fort Howard and Fort Dearborn in the winter of 1826, 
supplies an interesting picture of the conditions encountered 
on such a journey. Strange indeed would be the figure cut by 
Fonda and his French-Canadian companion if encountered 
today on the busy cement-paved highway between Green Bay 
and Milwaukee or Chicago. Fonda was garbed in "a smoke-
tanned buckskin hunting shirt, trimmed leggings of the same 
material, a wolf-skin chapeau with the animal's tail still 
attached, and moccasins of elk-hide." He carried a heavy 
mountaineer's rifle with shortened barrel and a strap so 
attached that it could be slung over his back. A powder-horn 
hung by a strap from his shoulder, while a belt around his 
waist held a sheath knife and a pair of pistols, in addition to a 
short-handled axe. Attached to the belt, also, was a pouch of 
mink-skin in which he carried his rifle bullets. 

The appearance of Boiseley, the Canadian, was still stranger. 
He was short and thick-set, while to his long arms were 
appended huge hands of tremendous grasp. His small head 
was covered with coarse black hair, while his eyes, small and 
black, were piercing as those of a rattlesnake. Accoutered in 
a style similar to the garb of Fonda, he sported a long Indian 
gun and always carried in his belt a large knife, pistol, and 
hatchet. His bullet pouch and horn hung under his arm. 
Like most of the voyageurs he was superstitious, and tied by 
sinew thongs to his horn were several charms which were 
supposed to possess some mysterious power to preserve the 
wearer from harm. 

The most important item of the outfit, however, was the 
receptacle which contained the mail—a flat tin box or can-
nister, covered with untanned deer hide. 

The round trip of nearly 5o0 miles usually consumed a 
month, and since the region traversed was an utter wilderness 
the men were thrown entirely upon their own resources. For 
food they chiefly depended upon the Indians and on such 
game as they might shoot en route; but since both these 
sources of supply were highly uncertain they carried by way 
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of reserve a bag of parched corn, to be eaten only in case of 
special need. The nights were sometimes spent in an Indian 
village, but more commonly before a campfire in the woods, 
wrapped in the blankets which they carried on their backs. 
Leaving Green Bay on foot, laden with arms, blankets, and 
provisions, the two men followed the Indian trail to the 
southeast, passing through dense woods of pine interspersed 
with cedar swamps, and now and then a grove of red oak. 
As they penetrated deeper into the primeval forest the tracks 
of fisher and mink became more frequent. Herds of deer that 
had made their "yard" in the heavily timbered bottoms were 
roused at intervals, while an encounter with an occasional 
wildcat lent its variety to the journey. At one place they 
camped for the night on the bank of a small stream which 
issued from a live spring and flowed over the rocks in several 
beautiful cascades. Under a projecting bank Boiseley found 
the water literally alive with trout, and taking from his pack 
the light camp kettle he dipped out as many as the two men 
could consume and fried them over the fire. On another 
occasion the marks of bear were observed on the trunk of a 
large oak. Investigation disclosed that the tree was hollow 
and the animals had been attracted to it by the store of wild 
honey concealed within. The men helped themselves to a 
kettleful, and during the evening ate so much that never 
again could Fonda taste honey without a feeling of nausea 
and disgust. 

The hazards of such a journey were chiefly those incident to 
the hardships and exposure of wilderness travel. Illustrative 
of these is the record of the first capital surgical operation 
ever performed at Chicago, the subject of which was an un-
fortunate Canadian half-breed who had frozen his feet while 
carrying the mail from Green Bay to this place. This was in 
1832 and Dr. Elijah Harmon, who has been denominated the 
"Father of medicine" in Chicago, had but recently established 
himself in the old Kinzie house across the river from Fort 
Dearborn. To him the sufferer was brought and as Hyde 
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tells the story "the doctor, assisted by his brother, tied the 
unfortunate man, to a chair, applied a tourniquet to each 
lower extremity, and with the aid of the rusty instruments 
which he had transported on horseback through sun and 
shower from Detroit to Chicago, removed one entire foot and 
a large portion of the other. Needless to say, these were not 
the days of anesthetics, and the invective, in mingled French 
and English of the mail carrier's vocabulary, soon became 
audible to everyone in the vicinity of the stockade. 

But the red man, though commonly disposed to peace at 
this period, was ever subject to strange moods, and liable at 
any time to avenge upon the traveler some injury, real or 
fancied, which he had suffered at the hands of some other 
member of the white race. Such a murder was committed in 
1836 at Theresa, the victim, Ellsworth Burnet, being totally 
innocent of any connection with the offense for which he was 
slain. Burnet was traveling over the trail in company with 
Captain James Clyman, and the men had stopped to cook 
their evening meal. Without any warning of impending 
danger a shot rang out from the bush, and Burnet fell dead 
in the act of stooping to blow the fire. A second shot wounded 
Clyman, but he escaped, and succeeded in making his way 
to Milwaukee. The murderer, it later developed, was an 
Indian who took this means of avenging upon the white race 
the death of a relative who had been killed by a soldier at 
Fort Winnebago. 

A tragedy of peculiar sadness associated with the Green 
Bay trail was the killing of Dr. William S. Madison on May 
12, 1821. Dr. Madison was the surgeon at Fort Howard. 
About a year and a half before his death he had married a 
young woman in Kentucky, and the couple had resided 
together but a short time when he was ordered to rejoin his 
regiment. Leaving his young wife at her home, he proceeded 
through the wilderness to Green Bay. The months passed, 
and to the absent husband was borne the news that a son had 
been born. At last he obtained leave of absence for the 
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express purpose of visiting his wife and child, and on May II, 
1821, he set out over the trail to Chicago in company with the 
mail carrier. On the afternoon of the second day they fell in 
with Ketaukah, an Indian, who attached himself to the 
party. Toward sundown, when approaching Manitowoc 
Rapids, they came to a small ravine bordered with shrubbery. 
In crossing this the mail carrier took the lead, followed by the 
surgeon, with Ketaukah bringing up the rear. Hearing the 
sound of a gun, the carrier turned round to find Dr. Madison 
had been shot through the back, receiving a wound which he 
himself pronounced mortal. On receipt of the news at Fort 
Howard a detail of soldiers hastened to the place, to find the 
unfortunate surgeon had already expired. 

His body was carried back to Green Bay and interred with 
due military honors. Meanwhile Ketaukah was brought in to 
the fort by the chief of his band and turned over to the 
soldiery. By them he was carried to Detroit, then the seat of 
government of what now is Wisconsin, and committed to 
prison. At the September session of the court he was con-
victed of the crime of murder and sentenced to be hanged. 
Another Indian murderer was sentenced to death at the same 
time, and the two culprits were confined in a common cell 
until the end of December, when they were taken to the 
appointed place and publicly hanged. Both men proved 
model prisoners, who acknowledged the justice of their doom 
and in their pagan way made careful preparations for death. 
They walked quietly to the gallows, and after shaking hands 
with several of the officers ascended the steps with a firm 
and resolute tread. With a final request for pardon for their 
crimes, and a last lingering gaze upon the heavens they were 
plunged into the other world. 

The process of transforming the Green Bay trail into a 
white man's highway was begun by the federal government. 
A logical complement to the establishment of garrisons at 
Chicago, Green Bay, Portage, and Prairie du Chien was the 
construction of roads to make possible the free movement of 
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troops between these points. The first military road in 
Wisconsin was designed to connect Fort Howard at Green 
Bay with Fort Winnebago at the Fox-Wisconsin Portage. 
An appropriation of $2,000 was made by Congress for this 
purpose in the spring of 1830, but not until October,1832 was 
the work of surveying the route begun by Lieutenant Center. 
As surveyed, the road ran up the south side of the Fox and 
along the east side of Lake Winnebago, the route being 
identical as far as Fond du Lac with the Indian trail to 
Milwaukee, which has already been described. The construc-
tion of the road was carried out the following season by 
detachments of soldiers from Fort Howard and Fort 
Winnebago. The work of improvement chiefly consisted in 
cutting a narrow track through the forest. Captain Martin 
Scott, whose fame as a marksman still survives in frontier 
legend, had the oversight of the twelve-mile section east of 
Lake Winnebago. He cut the road straight as an arrow for the 
entire distance, and this section was long known as "Scott's 
straight cut." 

The road from Chicago to Green Bay dates its beginning 
from an act of Congress approved June 15, 1832, for the 
establishment of a post road between these points. A report 
made to the Secretary of War in October, 1833, states that 
the fund appropriated had been applied to the purpose in-
tended, while a later report indicates that the survey was 
completed the following year. Andreas' History of Chicago 
states that stakes were driven and blazed along the line, and 
that as far as Milwaukee the road was "somewhat improved" 
by cutting out the trees to the width of two rods and laying 
puncheon and log bridges over the impassable streams; but it 
seems apparent from other sources of information that most 
of this improvement dates from a later period. Horace Chase, 
who with two companions left Chicago for Milwaukee in 
December, 1834, states that they followed the route of the 
Indian trail and crossed twenty-four streams, big and little, 
"getting mired in most of them." When this happened they 
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would carry the baggage ashore and pull the wagon out by 
hand, their single horse having all he could do to extricate 
himself. Another person who made the journey in the spring 
of 1835 relates that from Waukegan to Milwaukee the road 
was still a primitive Indian trail. 

Another visitor to Milwaukee this same summer records 
that after crossing Root River the road became worse. The 
horse mired and they were compelled to loosen him from the 
wagon and help him out, after which they pried the wagon 
from the mud with handspikes. Two miles farther on they 
again became stalled and had to repeat the process. The 
road now became better but was still so bad that the men had 
to walk all the way to Milwaukee, where they arrived after 
sundown. 

The newcomers found the Milwaukee of July, 1835, a town 
of several stores and dwellings where none had been at the 
opening of the season. Strictly speaking, not one town but 
several had been started, and the rivalry engendered between 
the promoters and upholders of the several settlements long 
survived to disturb the peace and welfare of the future 
metropolis. Near the mouth of the river, where now is one of 
the busiest industrial centers in the world, the newcomers 
found a marsh of several hundred acres, so wet that one could 
not travel through it, while to get around it entailed a detour 
of seven miles. Real estate speculation was the all-absorbing 
interest of the populace. "No one," records the observer, 
"thinks of raising anything on the land, but make claims as 
fast as they can by going on and cutting a few trees, spade up 
a little ground, and perhaps plant corn. They are just as 
likely to plant corn now [July 15] as at the proper season." 
Even the missionary preacher who had been sent out by the 
good people of New England to minister to the heathen in 
Wisconsin had become "a little tinctured" with the spirit of 
speculation. 

The forecast recorded by these writers in July, 1835, that 
Milwaukee would eventually become a "place of considerable 
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THE GREEN BAY ROAD 

business" found speedy fulfillment, for with the following 
spring began a period of rapid growth which before long made 
the town a formidable rival of Chicago for the commercial 
supremacy of Lake Michigan. Yet even between two such 
commercial centers the improvement of the highway pro-
ceeded with manifest deliberation. As late as January, 1839, 
Bishop Jackson Kemper records that the stage, which left 
Chicago at two in the morning, required more than twenty-
four hours to reach Kenosha, although its schedule called for 
less than half this time; while the hundred-mile journey to 
Milwaukee entailed forty hours of travel. Milwaukee was 
then three years old, having moo inhabitants and the appear-
ance of a "thriving and well-built town." The panic of 1837 
had about run its course, leaving the community ample time 
to reflect upon the follies of the speculative era of 1836; yet 
the Bishop was led to conclude, from all that he could see 
and hear, that the town would soon recover its prosperity 
and renew its growth. The natural advantages of Milwaukee, 
combined with the enterprising character of the inhabitants, 
left no room for doubt concerning the "future commanding 
station" of the place. 

Meanwhile, in 1838, Congress had appropriated $15,000 for 
the construction of a road from the Illinois state line north-
ward to Green Bay, and the report of Lieutenant Cram, the 
army engineer, to whom the task of making the preliminary 
surveys was intrusted, sheds considerable light upon the 
conditions of the road and the country through which it 
passed. The projected road would open a "convenient" high-
way 158 miles in length along the west shore of Lake Michigan, 
chiefly through an excellent wooded district. From the 
Illinois line to Saukville, a distance of sixty-eight miles, the 
belt of woodland along the route of the road was chiefly set-
tled; between Milwaukee and Sheboygan rivers there were 
several settlers. Between Sheboygan and Green Bay, an 
extent of sixty-three miles, there was no settlement other 
than the one which had been begun at Manitowoc Rapids. 
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Yet the route was the "principal mail route" from the south 
and east to the Green Bay District, and over it thrice a week 
the mail was carried to Milwaukee on the backs of men. It 
was impossible to drive a wheeled vehicle on the route farther 
north than Milwaukee, and nowhere between Milwaukee and 
the Illinois line could a span of horses haul an empty wagon 
at a greater speed than twenty-five miles a day; while to 
transport the mail from Green Bay to the Illinois boundary, 
158 miles, required five days' travel. 

The plan of improvement called for a highway four rods 
wide, banked in the middle to the width of fifteen feet. Within 
this space all trees were to be cut off close to the ground, while 
outside it and within a space two rods in width trees of less 
diameter than ten inches were to be cut. To complete the 
work as planned, Lieutenant Cram estimated that an addi-
tional appropriation of $33,381 would be required. According 
to the historian of Manitowoc County there was much mis-
management in the prosecution of the work, and although it 
afforded "the principal means of communication by land with 
the outside world," the extension of settlement along the 
northern portion of the road proceeded but slowly. The alter-
native route from Milwaukee to Fond du Lac, where connec-
tion was made with the military road constructed in 1832-33, 
remained but a primitive Indian trail until the winter of 1841. 
Then the citizens of Milwaukee subscribed a small sum of 
money which was paid to William R. Hesk for cutting a wagon 
road between Milwaukee and Fond du Lac. A capital narra-
tive of a winter journey over this highway in February, 1843, 
two years after its opening, has been left by Increase A. La-
pham of Milwaukee, Wisconsin's pioneer scholar and scientist. 
Sleighing was good at the time, and the journey was made in 
a cutter, drawn by a single horse. As far as Menominee Falls, 
fifteen miles from Milwaukee, the track had been worn hard 
and smooth by the loggers and farmers hauling their products 
to the Milwaukee market. At Vaughn's, seventeen miles out, 
the settlements began to be more scarce, and such few houses 

116 

CHICAGO' HI -0

et the rou te was the" rin .pal ail rou te" from the sou h
and east to the Green Ba i r· c , and a er· t thrice a ee
the mail was carried to a ee 0 the backs of men. t
was impossible to dri e a eeled ehicle on the route farthe
north than il au ee and 0 ere bet een i au ee and
he Illinois line could a a of hor es haul an emp agon

at a greater speed t an e -fi e miles a da· ile 0

transport the mail from Green Ba to the Illinois boundar
158 miles, required five cia s' travel.

he plan of impro emen called for a high a fa r rods
wide, banked in he me dd e a e idth of fifteen fee. ithin
this space all trees e e 0 e c t off c 0 e 0 the grou d hile
outside it and ithin a a e a ad i idth rees of e s
diameter than ten inche ere to e cu t. 0 compIe e the
work as planned, Lie tenan Cram e timated that an addi
tional appropriation of auld be required. ccordi g
to the hi toria of a a oc oun here as muc mi
management in the pro e u ion 0 the ark and althoug i
afforded "the principal mea of communica ion bland i h
he outside arId,' the e en io of e tlement along the

northern portion of the road roceeded bu slowl . The alter
native route from il a kee to ond du ac, here co nec
ion was made ith the mil"tar road constructed in 18 -33,

remained bu a premiti e dia rail until the in er of 841.
hen the c· tizens of au ee subscribed a small sum of

money which was paid t illiam. Hesk for cutting a agon
road between ilwau ee and ond du Lac. A capital narra
tive of a winter journe 0 er this highway in Februar , 1843,
two years after its opening, has been left by Increase . La
pham of Milwaukee, isconsin's pioneer scholar and scientist.
Sleighing was good at the eme, and the journey as made in
a cutter, drawn by a single or e. s far as enominee Falls,
fifteen miles from il a ee the trac had been orn hard
and smooth by the loggers and farmers hauling their products
to the Milwaukee mar e. t aughn's seventeen mi es out,
the settlements began to be more carce, and such fe houses

116



THE GREEN BAY ROAD 

as there were had all been erected within the past year. 
Juneau's trading establishment at Theresa, forty-six miles 
from Milwaukee, was reached at sundown. Here was living 
a band of about 100 Menominee Indians, whose chief had 
taken an active part on the British side in the War of 1812 and 
had been one of the leaders in the Chicago massacre. 

The "famous village of Fond du Lac" Lapham found to 
consist of two houses, and one of these was a blacksmith shop. 
Taychedah, which still exists as a deserted village, was then 
the metropolis of the vicinity, with a store and half a dozen 
houses. At the town of Stockbridge, seventeen miles beyond 
Fond du Lac, the traveler put up at the house of William 
Fowler, and here during the evening a prayer meeting was 
conducted by the civilized Indians of the settlement. A ride 
of forty-two miles the following day brought him to Green 
Bay. 

The traffic of the Green Bay road differed materially from 
that of all the other thoroughfares radiating from Chicago. 
The Detroit road, we have seen, was a great highway of travel 
for settlers pouring into the West. All the others were avenues 
by which the products of the interior found outlets to the 
markets of the eastern seaboard, and over which flowed the 
return stream of merchandise of all kinds which the western 
people consumed in vast quantities but of which they pro-
duced little or nothing. Through the Chicago gateway passed 
this double stream of traffic and from it her merchants took a 
toll which became ever richer as the population of the interior 
increased. 

The Green Bay road, on the contrary, throughout almost 
its entire extent was paralleled by the shore of Lake Michigan, 
distant at most not more than half a dozen miles. Along this 
shore line were scattered at easy intervals such aspiring 
communities as Manitowoc, Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee and 
Sheboygan, into whose harbors came, or might come, the same 
ships that found their way to Chicago. On the Green Bay 
road, therefore, were witnessed no long processions of farm 

117 

TH GR B RO D

as there ere had al been erected ithin the past year.
uneau's trading establi hmen at Theresa, fort -six ~~les

from il au ee, as ea hed a sundo n. Here a~ lIvIng
a band of a out 100 enominee ndians, hose chIef had
ta en a actO e part on the ri i h side in the ar of 1812 and
had been one of he leader in the Chicago massacre.

he "famou il age of 0 d du ac" apham found to
on i t of a a e a done 0 tee as a blac smith shop.
a ~c eda hO

ch ill e 0 s as a de erted illage, as then
he me ropolis 0 t e i in" i a store and half a dozen

houses. t the a n of oc bridge, seventeen miles beyond
ond du ac, he ra eler p up at the house of illiam
owler, and here clur· ng e e ening a pra er meeting as

conducted b the ci i ized ndian of the settlement. ride
of forty-t 0 miles the fa 10 0 g da brought him to Green
Ba .

The traffic of the Green a road differed materially from
that of all the other thoroug fares radiating from Chicago.
The Detroit road, we ha e seen,
for settlers pouring into the 1 the others were avenues
by hich the products 0 the in e io fa nd outlets to the
mar e s of he ea er ea oar ado e hich flo ed the
return st earn of merc a "e of all "d ich the estern
people co ed in a qua t" tOes ut of hich the pro
duced litt e or no hinge hro he Chicago gate a passed
this double stream of traffic an from i her merchan s too a
toll which became ever richer as he population of the in terior
increased.

The Green Bay road, on t e can rar , hroughout almost
i t.s en tire exten t as paralleled b e shore of Lake ichigan,
dIstant at most not more than half a dozen miles. long this
shore li~e. were sca.ttered at ea inter als such aspiring
communItIes as ManItowoc, e osha, acine ilwau ee and
Sheboygan, into whose harbors came, or mig ~ come the same
ships that found their ay 0 Chicago. On the Green Ba
road, therefore, were itnessed no long rocessions of farm

II



CHICAGO'S HIGHWAYS-OLD AND NEW 

wagons plodding their weary way to the distant Chicago 
market. Nor could one see on it the steady stream of emi-
grant schooners which characterized the Detroit road. Many 
of these, it is true, set forth from Chicago on the northward 
route, but for the most part before long they turned into the 
interior in search of the particular destination which choice 
or fancy might dictate. The reason for this is obvious. If the 
settler followed the overland route to the West, he was liable 
to be diverted into the interior soon after he reached Chicago. 
If he came by water, and his destination was some point in 
Wisconsin, he naturally landed at the point, usually Milwau-
kee, from which he could most easily proceed to it. In this 
connection it is pertinent to remember that to the early settler 
Wisconsin meant that portion of the modern state lying south 
and east of the Fox-Wisconsin waterway. All above this line 
was a wilderness covered by a practically unbroken forest, 
into which no one but the lumberman and the Indian trader 
ever thought of penetrating. Even as late as 1847, it was 
gravely asserted in the convention which framed the con-
stitution for statehood that the section of western Wisconsin 
lying between the Wisconsin River and modern St. Paul and 
Minneapolis was a "cold barren wilderness" which would 
be "forever uninhabitable." 

In eastern Wisconsin the forest belt crossed the Fox and 
advanced to the lake shore, as far south as Milwaukee. Because 
of its accessibility, probably, sturdy Dutch and German 
settlers did not hesitate to plunge into this forest and begin 
the work of carving out the splendid farms with which this 
section is now covered. But even here, aside from the imme-
diate lake shore, settlement proceeded much more slowly 
than it did in the more open country south and west of 
Milwaukee. 

The traffic of the Green Bay Road, therefore, in the period 
we are considering, was largely confined to two classes, local 
travel, and through travel between such points as Chicago 
and Milwaukee and Milwaukee and Green Bay. Its volume, 
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too, particularly that of the latter class, was naturally affected 
by the season of the year. When navigation was open and the 
journey could be made by water much of the through travel 
between Chicago and the upper lake points went by water. 
The schedules of the stage managers, of course, took cogni-
zance of this situation. 

The first stage service between Chicago and Milwaukee 
is said to have been instituted in the spring of 1836, the 
proprietor of the line being Lathrop Johnson, who kept 
the New York House in Chicago. For transporting the 
mail and such passengers as might choose to entrust them-
selves to his oversight, Johnson provided an open lumber 
wagon. To give character to the service, however, it was 
drawn by four horses instead of two. 

The Chicago Business Directory lists a tri-weekly stage 
service between Milwaukee and Chicago in summer, and 
a daily service in winter. Coaches were scheduled to make 
this journey in one and one-half days, stopping at Kenosha 
overnight. An announcement by Frink and Walker in the 
Little Fort (now Waukegan) Porcupine for December 3, 
1845, advertised that "four-horse post coaches and stage 
sleighs" leave that place for Chicago each morning, and 
Milwaukee each evening. On appropriate notice being 
received, the Company would call for citizens at their homes 
and leave passengers off at any place where they might 
desire to stop. 

Although Frink and Walker dominated the stage and 
mail service of northern Illinois for a decade and a half, 
they were not entirely free from competition. Thus, in 
the Little Fort Porcupine November 5, 1845, J. J. and 
E. M. Dennis make the following interesting announcement: 

"Express line from Southport (now Kenosha) to Chicago. 
Through by daylight. The subscribers intend starting a 
semi-weekly express between the above places on the tenth 
of November next, to continue regularly through the winter; 
leaving the Mansion House in Southport on Mondays and 
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Thursdays at io:oo A. M. and the American Temperance 
House in Chicago on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 6 
o'clock A. M. The above express will pass through Little 
Fort each way taking the lake road from Southport to 
Chicago. Covered carriages with steel springs will run 
during wagoning, and covered sleighs during the winter. 
If good teams, careful drivers, speed, and convenience are 
inducements to the traveling public, the subscribers flatter 
themselves they will receive a good share of patronage." 

Apparently the subscribers did not "flatter" themselves 
in vain, for a later announcement states that the express 
will be run hereafter three times a week. A portion of their 
success was doubtless due to the fact that the Frink and 
Walker stages ran over the Milwaukee Road as already 
described, and hence did not adequately serve the popula-
tion immediately tributary to the lake shore. In April, 
1845, the Porcupine complained that from Waukegan to 
Chicago, a distance of forty-five miles, there was no post 
office or post road, and that a "thickly settled" district, 
from five to ten miles wide, was entirely without mail facili-
ties. It urged that a tri-weekly mail service be established 
on the shore road so as to alternate with the existing service 
on the Des Plaines road. A week later, abandoning this 
ground, the Porcupine complained that the people of this 
district with more mail than all the rest of the country, 
"yet are left dependent on a post station called Otsego, 
five miles out of town on the nearest route from Chicago 
to Milwaukee The fact is, the stage ought to run on the 
Lake road and the Otsego mail should be carried from Little 
Fort instead of vice versa as at present. We stick up to be 
the most Democratic village of the banner Democratic 
state; yet Racine and Kenosha have a daily steamboat 
mail." We have already seen that the longing of Little 
Fort's denizens for a mail route was satisfied the winter 
after this Macedonian plaint was heralded to a sympathetic 
world. 
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Lake road and the Otsego mail should be carried from Little
Fort instead of vice ersa as at present. We stick up to be
the most Democratic i lage of the banner Democratic
state; yet Racine and enosha have a daily steamboat
mail." We have alread seen that the longing of Little
Fort's denizens for a maol route was satisfied the winter
after this Macedonia plaint was heralded to a sympathetic
world.
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Laves the Genera Stage.  Office, No. 13, Wisconsin_ street 
fi-r Galena, via .Prairieville, Denfield, Summit, Concord,- Az-
talan, Lake Mills,-Cottage Grove, .Madison, Dodgeville, Min- 
eral Point, and Platteville to Galen_a,: 	• • 

• With a branch running. from Watertown, Beave'r Darn, 
Fox Lake, Fond du Lac,: to Green- Bay. 

Leaves the same office-  for Galena, via New Berlin, Muk- 
wanago, E:Ist Troy, Trov, JohnstoWn, Janesville, Monroe, 
IV lot a Shiiiisburft:II, and White Oak Springs to Galena. 	- 

With a branc:lt running from Janesville, via Union to Mad- 

	

. • in due connection with the Galena line. 	-- 
a branch rtmning from Janesville via Detroit, Roscoe, 

anti Rockford to  Dixon;• connecting with the Chicago,. -and- 
Caletta Lines,nt Rockford and Dixon. 	- 

L,aves Racine every Monday; Wednesday and Friday, for 
) Also, leaves Southport for Madison and:Galena - 

ame titer-, 

	

. 	. 
Uaves the same office. for Chicago, via. Oak Creek, - Ra-

.  

thlr,t Southport, •Little Fort and Wheeling, to Chicago,--Cort-
4t:Chicao,-  with the St. Louis and Michigan .Stages. 
the same office for Sheboygan, via Mequon, Hamburg: 

tit-;Vile, Port Washington. and Sheboygan Fall's to Sheboy. 
JOHN ItILINK dc -Co.. Proprietors. -- 

A TYPICAL STAGE LINE TIME TABLE 
Advertisement of Frink & Company's Wisconsin Stage Lines in 1848. 

Reproduced from the Milwaukee City Directory. 
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A TYPIC L ST GE
dvertisement of Frink Com an·

Reproduced from the. .



THE GREEN BAY ROAD 

The wonder of today becomes commonplace tomorrow; 
this aphorism finds fresh illustration in the case of the mail 
service of Waukegan. A local historian relates that the 
appearance of the first mail stage in the city "was an event 
creating a profound sensation." Half a dozen years later 
the Gazette nonchalantly reports that "five to six coaches 
pass daily through Waukegan, full inside and out." 
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CHICAGO'S HIGHWAYS-OLD AND NEW 

ran daily between Chicago and St. Joseph, from which point 
travelers proceeded by stage to Kalamazoo. 

On the more important lines the old-time stage, like the 
modern steam train, ran night and day. This involved, of 
course, the maintenance of relay stations at intervals of 
twelve or fifteen miles where fresh horses were in readiness 
to take the place of the jaded arrivals, and inns for the ac-
commodation of the passengers. The source already alluded 
to affords interesting information concerning the stage 
schedules and rates of fare. The journey to Peoria, 175 miles, 
might be made in two days, the cost to the traveler being 
$io in winter and $8 in summer. The distance to Galena by 
the northern route was 16o miles, and by the southern 17o; 
in both cases the fare was $8 and the time consumed two days. 
From Chicago to Milwaukee, a distance of 97 miles, the 
traveler might ride in summer for $3, while in winter he paid 
$5. The trip required z I a days' time, the stage stopping 
overnight at Kenosha. In general it may be said that stage 
passenger fares ran from five to six cents per mile. The 
unusually low summer rate between Chicago and Milwaukee 
was due to the existence of water transportation, which 
was commonly preferred by travelers to stage coach. In 
some sections of the country stage fares were regulated in 
accordance with the size of the passenger, the assumption 
being that the normal traveler should weight ioo pounds; 
one who weighed 200, therefore, found himself under the 
necessity of paying double fare. If this custom ever prevailed 
in the Chicago area the records are silent concerning it. 

The traveler who embarked upon an extended journey by 
stage committed himself to a venture whose outcome no man 
could foresee. To be sure the stage company had a schedule 
for the journey, but the factors making for uncertainty were 
numerous, and between schedule and performance there was 
frequently a wide gulf fixed. Oftentimes the stage company 
was not properly blamable for its failure to convey the 
traveler comfortably and promptly to his appointed destina-
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CHICAGO'S HIGHWAYS-OLD AND NEW

ran daily between Chicago and St. Joseph, from which point
travelers proceeded by stage to Kalamazoo.

On the more important lines the old-time stage, like the
modern steam train, ran night and day. This involved, of
course, the maintenance of relay stations at intervals of
twelve or fifteen miles where fresh horses were in readiness
to take the place of the jaded arrivals, and inns for the ac
commodation of the passengers. The source already alluded
to affords interesting information concerning the stage
schedules and ra tes of fare. The journey to Peoria, 175 miles,
might be made in two days, the cost to the traveler being
$10 in winter and 8 in summer. The distance to Galena by
the northern route was 160 miles, and by the southern 170;
in both cases the fare was 8 and the time consumed two days.
From Chicago to Milwaukee, a distance of 97 miles, the
traveler might ride in summer for $3, while in winter he paid

5. The trip required lU days' time, the stage stopping
overnight at Kenosha. In general it may be said that stage
passenger fares ran from five to six cents per mile. The
unusually low summer rate between Chicago and Milwaukee
was due to the existence of water transportation, which
was commonly preferred by travelers to stage coach. In
some sections of the country stage f~res were regulated in
accordance with the size of the passenger, the assumption
being that the normal traveler should weight 100 pounds;
one who weighed '200, therefore, found himself under the
necessity of paying double fare. If this custom ever prevailed
in the Chicago area the records are silent concerning it.

The traveler who embarked upon an extended journey by
stage committed himself to a venture whose outcome no man
could foresee. To be sure the stage company had a schedule
for the journey, but the factors making for uncertainty were
numerous, and between schedule and performance there was
frequently a wide gulf fixed. Oftentimes the stage company
was not properly blamable for its failure to convey the
traveler comfortably and promptly to his appointed destina-
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